IMPORTANT INFORMATION RE. CRGV (AKA “ALABAMA ROT”)

New Forest Dog Owners Group held their AGM last night and then followed a slide show and talk by David Walker from Anderson Moores Referral Vets,Winchester re CRGV (Cutaneaus and Renal Glomerular Vasculopathy) - otherwise nicknamed "Alabama Rot" which it is not. That disease had e.coli as part of it and so far they have not found e.coli in any of the dogs that have had our disease, whether they lived or died.

Basically despite extensive research they are no nearer finding a cause or a cure. 30 dogs died and were known to have the disease and there were other suspect cases but no proof. In order to prove whether the dog has the disease of not they need to look at kidney tissue. This obviously is only possible in dogs that have died. For dogs that survive they cannot be absolutely sure (but feel they did) have the disease.

Once a dog has been referred, usually with lesions on limbs, under belly or rarely on the tongue, their main aim is to support the kidneys to keep producing urine without drowning the dog. It's a fine balance. Dogs can have lesions, are tired, are vomiting, have low platelets, or diarrhoea in any order and some or all of these. Rarely the other symptoms will be present before the lesions.  The lesions are usual either round or oval with a clearly defined edge. They are very irritating and the dog will be licking like mad. Vets are asked to particularly look out for low platelet levels even if everything else from a blood test looks okay. Small blood clots are formed throughout the dog which will lower the platelet levels.

 

I asked if they had looked for anti-bodies in the blood of the dogs that survived, the answer was that they did not know what to look for.

 

I also asked what the cost might be if one of my dogs contracted this disease and were referred for treatment and the answer was somewhere between £2500 to £4000 depending on the treatment given. One dog had its blood "spun" and the bill for that rocketed to £10,000.

Mr Walker categorically stated that this disease is not in any way related to raw feeding. None of the dogs that died had been raw fed.

The dogs that died were of several different breeds and crossbreeds, their weights ranged from 4kg to 40kg, their ages from 1 year to 12 years so there are no breed more at risk than another. Being male or female made no difference, nor being altered or not.

David said they were also looking into the prospect that the onset of this disease may be connected to an auto-immune deficiency already present in the dog from birth. At the moment this is only a theory which has neither been proved or disproved.

One of the surviving dogs had gone on to have a litter of puppies which proves that normal life can be resumed.

He said that they were also working on one theory that this disease may be in water. Whether that is flowing or stagnant water isn't known. A vet who is in high authority of farmed salmon said that they too were helping as most fish which get ill do so with lesions on their body before they die. There may be some connection to a bacteria which affects farmed salmon. There is absolutely no proof of this at the moment but it is something they are looking in to. (thinking outside the box I think). She also said that when vaccinating thousands of fish a day, if the operator gets distracted and vaccinates themselves! the result is usually a badly swollen arm full of toxins, similar to the toxins found in dogs that have died. For the moment their investigations are waiting for new cases when David can supply them with tissue and blood samples.

The question wasn't asked, (but you could ask it if you want to - or any other questions, if you have them, by logging on to Anderson Moores' Facebook page or website) about at what temperature does this disease re-activates. Once the morning temperature comes down to 10 I plan to resume my washing routine. You have to decide at what point you start, if you do. Bear in mind that one dog has already died (see below) and that was in September, so it may be that temperature doesn't have a bearing, although it is odd that there has only been one case during the height of the summer.

This disease is thought to be mainly in the south, or more locally in the New Forest, but you need to remember that Mr Walker did a mail shot in the early days to all the vets in the south of England raising awareness and with that, referrals. Vets further afield were not so aware at the beginning and that may be the reason why this disease appears to originate in the South. That simply isn't true - it's just that vets in the south were more aware of i's presence.

One lady in the audience pointed out that there were no cases along the coast, but David pointed out that there is no proof that walking your dog on the beach only will save it. They also have no idea how long the incubation period is, it could be days or it could be weeks - they just don't know.

The season is upon us. A dog in Leeds died in September with confirmed CRGV.

Apart from your vet being very aware of what to look for, the advice now is to WASH YOUR DOG. If you can use fresh running water and wash chest, legs and belly. Dry thoroughly to stop a dog wanting to lick itself dry. Mr Walker suggested a mild solution of something like hibi-scrub could be used in the wash down.

My own view is that washing and drying in clean running water will be sufficient but you have to do what you feel is best. I continued to walk my dogs every day last winter but we washed and dried them every single day that we walked. The only days I didn't do it was when everything was frozen (including my outside shower tap)!

I hope I have covered most of the salient point of the talk. If I can help allay fears please get in touch, but be aware that this disease is countrywide and there are no "safe" places to walk, any more than there are areas to avoid.

